




















ANNUAL REVIEW

Bidding for major new
infrastructure to become
a plant and microbial
science hub

We have reached the next stage of our joint
application with The Sainsbury Laboratory and
and UKRI-BBSRC, which will secure funding for
new research facilities to provide a world-class
research environment and support delivery of
our ambitious scientific vision outlined in HP3.
In June 2021, the John Innes Centre and The
Sainsbury Laboratory were awarded £1m to
progress plans to develop a world-leading plant
and microbial science hub on the Norwich
Research Park. The funding will enable the next
stage of design development for the new
infrastructure, allowing us to submit our outline
business case to HM Treasury later this year.

Wl The critical mass of world-leading

researchers, facilities and technical expertise
will allow us to advance ground-breaking
discovery research, enhance knowledge
creation and deliver high levels of scientific,
societal and economic impact HH

Supporting people
and culture

Working with our staff and students, we will
continue to embed a vibrant, inclusive and
diverse culture. We plan to refresh our
approach to internal communications,
engagement and recognition. We also plan

to develop new actions to support our Athena
Swan Gold Award renewal and to deliver our
new Technician Commitment action plan.

We will consider what we have learnt from
our experiences during the pandemic and how
we may need to adapt to long-term changes
in the workplace post-Covid-19.

Strategic partnership in
wheat research

Over the year we will strengthen our existing
partnerships and collaborations, including
formalising our strategic collaboration with the
International Maize and Wheat Improvement
Center (CIMMYT). The new partnership will
build on our successful joint-research
achievements and aims to harness
state-of-the-art technology to find solutions
for the world’s wheat farmers and consumers.
Partnership activities will include collaborative
research projects, staff and student exchanges,
exchange of materials and data, joint
capacity-building programmes and shared
connections to the private sector.
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