


































18 Advances | Winter 2016/17

JIC NEWS

Professor George 
Lomonossoff 

Elected as President of the International 
Society for Plant Molecular Farming
The ISPMF was established three years 

ago to promote and support excellence in 

research, scholarship and practice in plant 

molecular farming. Professor Lomonossoff  was elected the society’s 

second President at a biennial meeting in Ghent, Belgium. 

As the society grows in membership and renown it aims to act 

as a central hub for the molecular farming community and to 

provide a central resource of information about the latest 

developments in the fi eld.

Dr Diane Saunders, joint Fellow at JIC and the 

Earlham Institute, received a Starting Grant to 

investigate the molecular mechanisms driving 

host adaptation of yellow rust on cereal crops and 

grasses with the long-term aim of developing new 

varieties with enhanced resistance to yellow rust. 

Professor Daniel Zilberman, who joins the John 

Innes Centre from the University of California, 

Berkeley, received a Consolidator Grant for his 

team’s research into how epigenetic information, 

is passed across generations through modifi cation 

of DNA, called methylation. 

Dr Christine Faulkner also received a Consolidator 

Grant for her research into how plant cells 

communicate and co-ordinate their responses 

to pathogen threats, with the ultimate aim of 

understanding how defence signals triggered by 

single cells are transmitted through whole plants. 

European Research Council Grants

ERC grants are awarded to researchers based in European research 

institutions who submit outstanding research proposals. They aim to 

encourage researchers to stay in Europe, to develop excellent teams 

and to support their transition to become research leaders. 

Dr Scott Boden

Awarded a University Research Fellowship 
from the Royal Society
Dr Scott Boden, research fellow at JIC, 

has been awarded a fi ve-year University 

Research Fellowship from the Royal Society. 

Dr Boden’s research aims to improve our understanding of the 

processes that regulate the architecture of the wheat ear, called 

the ‘infl orescence’. The wheat ears contain numerous fl owers 

Professor Caroline Dean

Awarded Royal Society’s Darwin Medal 
Professor Dame Caroline Dean OBE FRS 

has been awarded the Royal Society’s 

prestigious Darwin Medal for her work 

addressing fundamental questions in 

the perception of temperature cues 

and how modifi cations in epigenetic mechanisms play an 

important role in adaptation.

First created in 1890 in memory of Charles Darwin, the Darwin Medal 

is awarded every other year for work of acknowledged distinction in 

the broad area of biology in which Darwin worked, notably in evolution, 

population biology, organismal biology and biological diversity.

Awards & achievements
Scientists at JIC are recognised for their 
contributions to the research community, 
both nationally and internationally

that are an essential component in the production of grains. 

It is hoped that Dr Boden’s research will be able to supply 

breeders with new genetic resources that will increase the 

number of fl owers available for grain production.

The University Research Fellowship scheme aims to provide 

outstanding early career scientists who have the potential to 

become leaders in their chosen fi elds, with the opportunity to 

build an independent research career. Many former University 

Research Fellows have gone on to enjoy signifi cant national 

or international recognition for their work. 

           








