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The John Innes Pisum Collection (http://www.jic.ac.uk/GERMPLAS/pisum/index.htm) and the Vicia Collection include many accessions of old cultivars that can be classified as heritage or heirloom varieties. While they may represent a small fraction of the overall collection they form a significant part of our collective cultural heritage.

1. Peas
Peas were one of the most highly prized vegetables not just because of their nutritional qualities but also for their ease of cultivation and the range of varieties that ensured a succession of fresh produce over an extended season from May to October (1). Seed catalogues from the 1800’s contained many pages of descriptions of the varieties and in many, peas were placed at the front of the list (2,10,11,12). The Suttons catalogue of Vegetable seeds (10) lists 53 varieties of peas compared to 14 broad beans whereas EW King & Co catalogue lists 49 peas to only 8 broad beans (2). Arthur Sutton in his paper on the progress of vegetable cultivation during Queen Victoria’s reign, interestingly also starts with peas which he refers to as the ‘Prince of Vegetables’ (8). 
The highly inbreeding nature of peas means that once fixed, particular variants or lines were particularly easy to maintain and it is clear from descriptions and illustrations as far back as the late 1500’s that peas such as parchmentless and fascinated types merited their own description and attributes (Gerard’s Herbal 1597). Prior to the rediscovery of Mendel’s work on the basis of inheritance in the early years of the 1900’s, there are clear references in the literature to selections being made from existing varieties as well as crossings between lines from which multiple forms were derived. In the absence of an understanding as to the underlying mechanism, the work was largely very largely empirical and selections in segregating populations resulting from crosses would have been only fixed for major characters leaving plenty of scope for further selection in subsequent generations. 
Such was the clamour for improved varieties from growers in a market where there was no restriction in seed marketing and references can be found that openly refer to the prolific development of synonyms. Sherwood in 1898 (6) noted the anomaly that, “while the number of listed varieties in catalogues was falling, the number of names of peas were ever increasing as more and more new varieties were being announced or shall I say old friends with new names”. This was a brave statement of what was a widespread practise and he goes on to say “I need hardly say that they may easily be reduced to one fourth that number (150) as so many are only synonyms well known to those who test them each year: but it is not my intention to apply the pruning-knife, as I should most likely bring about my head a hornet’s nest of protests from those who do not agree with me.” This from someone who was involved with the growing of nearly 700 rows of different marketed peas for comparison in1898 in his trial grounds in Essex.
A survey of the John Innes Pisum Collection for referenced names has revealed significant holdings relating to this period (table 1). The majority of these have been cross-referenced via donor or other information although this work is ongoing and will be subject to revision as further details come to light.

2. Faba Beans
The high degree of outcrossing in faba beans means that the material has had a very different selection history to that of peas. Arthur Sutton (8) reports on the popularity of cultivated forms of broad bean and recent advances but notes the slow progress in improving the crop in the middle to late 1800’s noting that the improvements were almost entirely the result of selection rather than crosses. Broad beans were popular with growers and played an important role in crop rotation and animal and human diet but the range of variation was less extensive than in peas. A consequence of the breeding nature means that landrace material has continued to crop up as outcrossing and selection from progeny has occurred in farmers self saved seed. From this perspective landraces are not solely confined to pre-1900’s.
A survey of old cultivars and landraces in the Vicia collection maintained at the JIC is presented in table 2.
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Table 1. Accessions of Heritage pea germplasm from the John Innes Pisum Collection developed or originating in the UK.

	NAME
	Acc. No.
	Year of Introduction
	References

	ALDERMAN
	951
	1892
	Introduced by Thomas Laxton (RHS index), 1903 (Peas of NY. Apparently originated with Dickson in 1910), (Les Pois, Fourmont 1956)

	ALDERMAN GOLD.STRAW.
	1721
	
	

	AMERICAN WONDER
	318
	1878
	(Les pois, Fourmont 1956), (Cat. Suttons & sons 1899) introduced to the UK in 1881.

	B76-197
	2302
	
	(Cat. EW King 1898)

	Bean Pea
	3118
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	Bean Pea
	3115
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	CHAMPION OF ENGLAND
	1144
	1884
	(Cat. EW King 1898), (Nicholson, G., 1887), (Peas of NY. Introduced 1884)

	CHAMPION OF ENGLAND
	1359
	1884
	(Cat. EW King 1898), (Nicholson, G., 1887), (Peas of NY. Introduced 1884)

	DAISY
	298
	
	(Cat. EW King 1898)

	DARK SKINNED PERFECTION
	1240
	
	

	DUKE OF ALBANY
	313
	1884
	UK cultivar. Originated in 1884 with Abbott. Grown into the 1930s. (Cat. EW King 1898), (Nicholson, G., 1887), (Les pois, Fourmont 1956)

	DW.JOHNSONS EMPIRE
	41
	
	

	DWARF DEFIANCE
	1289
	
	(Sherwood, N.N. 1898), (Sutton 1901)

	Eat All
	3119
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	ECLIPSE
	674
	1882
	(Cat. EW King 1898), (Peas of NY, Introduced by Harrison in 1882 and named after a famous race horse.)

	EMERALD GEM
	2686
	1871
	Originates from E. Nilsson. (Peas of NY, Introduced by Sutton)

	EMERALD GEM
	36
	
	(Cat. Van Hotte 1878-79),(Peas of NY, Introduced by Sutton 1871)

	ENGLISH MAPLE
	2487
	
	

	ENGLISH MAPLE
	2486
	
	

	ENGLISH SABEL
	66
	
	

	ENGLISH WONDER
	1142
	1891
	(Les pois, Fourmont 1956), (Sherwood, N.N. 1898), (Cat. EW King 1898)

	ENGLISH WONDER
	389
	1891
	(Les pois, Fourmont 1956), (Sherwood, N.N. 1898), (Cat. EW King 1898)

	ENGLISH WONDER
	418
	1891
	(Les pois, Fourmont 1956), (Sherwood, N.N. 1898), (Cat. EW King 1898)

	EVERBEARING
	1145
	
	

	EXCELSIOR
	721
	
	(Sherwood, N.N. 1898)

	FILLBASKET
	317
	1872
	raised by Laxton, (Sneddon and Squibbs, 1958), (Nicholson, G., 1887), (Cat. Van Hotte 1878-79), (Cat. Sutton's 1899)

	Forty First
	3110
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	GLADSTONE
	315
	1895
	Introduced by WG. Holmes, (Sneddon and Squibbs, 1958), (Peas of NY)

	GLADSTONE
	345
	
	

	GRADUS
	311
	1887
	Introduced by Laxton, (Cat. EW King 1898)

	GRADUS
	303
	1887
	Introduced by Laxton, (Cat. EW King 1898)

	Grave Digger
	3114
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	GREENSHAFT
	430
	
	

	GREENSHAFT (SUTTONS)
	1172
	
	

	GREGORYS SURPRISE
	786
	1897
	Originated with H.F. Horsford, introduced by Mssrs. L. Gregory, (Sneddon and Squibbs, 1958)

	GRIS D'HIVER
	1727
	
	

	GULIVER
	690
	
	

	HUNDREDFOLD
	302
	
	

	IMPROVED HARBINGER
	309
	1898
	Raised and introduced by Messrs. Sutton & sons, (Sneddon and Squibbs, 1958)

	KELVEDON CLIMAX
	1305
	
	

	KENT BLUE
	3120
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	KENTISH INVICTA
	687
	1867
	(Cat. EW King 1898), (Peas of NY. Raised by Eastes in 1867)

	KNIGHTS DWARF WHITE
	2479
	
	(Vilmorin 1856)

	KNIGHTS MARROW
	2462
	
	(Sherwood, N.N. 1898)

	LANCASHIRE LAD
	665
	
	(cited RHS index)

	LAXTONIAN
	1155
	
	

	LITTLE MARVEL
	316
	1900
	Introduced by Sutton & Sons, (Les pois, Fourmont 1956)

	MAGNUM BONUM
	1855
	
	(Sherwood, N.N. 1898), (Cat. EW King 1898), (Cat. Sutton & Sons 1899)

	MAPLE PEA
	2482
	
	

	MARATHON
	1307
	
	

	MIRACLE (SUTTONS)
	1167
	
	

	MUMMY BICOLOUR
	1709
	
	

	MUMMY BICOLOUR
	1710
	
	

	MUMMY PEA
	2076
	1847
	(Gardners' Chronicle p. 542: 1849 p. 115 and 1873, p. 44)

	MUMMY PEA
	1358
	1788
	Documentary evidence traces this line back to the Bridges family

	MUMMY PEA
	1372
	1847
	(Gardners' Chronicle p. 542: 1849 p. 115 and 1873, p. 44)

	MUMMY PEA
	42
	1847
	(Gardners' Chronicle p. 542: 1849 p. 115 and 1873, p. 44)

	MUMMY PEA
	5
	1847
	(Gardners' Chronicle p. 542: 1849 p. 115 and 1873, p. 44)

	MUMMY PEA-Td
	2679
	1847
	(Gardners' Chronicle p. 542: 1849 p. 115 and 1873, p. 44)

	MUMMY WHITE
	1708
	1847
	(Gardners' Chronicle p. 542: 1849 p. 115 and 1873, p. 44)

	NE PLUS ULTRA
	3127
	
	(Cat. Van Hotte 1878-79), (Nicholson, G., 1887), (EW King 1898)

	NEW ERA
	445
	
	(Peas of NY. Introduced before 1918)

	PARTRIDGE
	2438
	
	

	PEERLESS
	299
	
	

	PILOT
	329
	1903
	(Peas of NY. Apparently originated with Dickson in 1910), (Les pois, Fourmont 1956)

	PILOT
	307
	1903
	(Peas of NY. Apparently originated with Dickson in 1910), (Les pois, Fourmont 1956)

	Prew's Special
	3116
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	Purple Podded
	3109
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	RAINA VICTORIA
	2051
	
	(Cat. Van Houtte 1849), (Cat. EW King 1898)

	SABRE
	1715
	1872
	(Les pois, Fourmont 1956)

	SEL.DUKE OF ALBANY
	924
	
	

	SELECTED DUKE OF ALBANY
	304
	
	

	SENATEUR
	564
	1894
	Introduced by Webb (Les pois, Fourmont 1956)

	SHOW PERFECTION
	2367
	
	

	SUTTONS DELICACY
	1136
	
	

	SUTTONS EARLY GIANT
	300
	
	(Cat. Sutton & Sons 1899)

	SUTTONS HUNDREDFOLD
	314
	
	

	SUTTONS LITTLE MARVEL
	397
	
	

	SUTTONS SHOW PERFECTION
	1165
	
	

	TELEGRAPH
	301
	1877
	Originated with W. Culverwell, (Sneddon and Squibbs, 1958) (Nicholson, G., 1887), (Cat. Sutton & Sons 1899), (Cat. EW King 1898),

	THOMAS LAXTON
	297
	1898
	Raised by Laxton, (Sneddon and Squibbs, 1958), (Peas of NY. Introduced 1898), (Les pois, Fourmont 1956)

	THOMAS LAXTON
	449
	1898
	Raised by Laxton, (Sneddon and Squibbs, 1958), (Peas of NY. Introduced 1898), (Les pois, Fourmont 1956)

	Weavers Glory
	3117
	
	(Stickland 2001)

	WITHAM WONDER
	2684
	1891
	Originated with Messrs. Cooper Taber, (Sneddon and Squibbs, 1958), (Les pois, Fourmont 1956), (Peas of NY. Introduced about 1895) syn. Merveille de Witham

	WITHAM WONDER
	31
	1891
	Lamm received seed from Rasmusson 1927, (Les pois, Fourmont 1956), (Peas of NY. Introduced about 1895)


Table 2. Accessions of Heritage and landrace Faba Bean germplasm from the John Innes Vicia Collection developed or originating in the UK.

	Name
	Acc. No.
	References

	Borrington
	186
	landrace from Devon

	Dwarf White Fan
	42
	(Sutton A. 1897), pre 1858

	Exhibition Green Longpod
	49
	

	Imperial (Green Longpod)
	76
	

	Martock
	184
	landrace from Devon

	Windsor (Green)
	172
	(Cat. EW King 1898), (Sutton A. 1897)

	Windsor (White)
	171
	(Sutton A. 1897)


