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The John Innes Centre (JIC) is an independent, international centre of excellence in plant science and microbiology. 
The main aims of the John Innes Centre:

· Carry out research to solve scientific questions and problems that face the world.
· Train scientists and the scientists of the future.

· Make our findings available to society.
Areas of research:

· Cell biology
·  Biochemistry
·  Chemistry
· Genetics
· Molecular biology
· Computational and mathematical biology. 

The JIC is an institute of the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC). We are currently supported by over 40 different organisations from the UK and overseas.
The Centre hosts three other separate organisations: 

· The Sainsbury Laboratory which has a worldwide reputation for its research in molecular plant pathology and genetics.  It was founded in 1989 as a joint venture between the JIC, Gatsby Charitable Foundation, the University of East Anglia and the BBSRC.
· Plant Bioscience Limited (PBL); a technology and scientific discovery company specialising in plant, microbial and food science. 

· The Norwich BioIncubator; state-of-the-art laboratory and office facilities, where entrepreneurs and companies can develop their ideas and technologies.  The Devils Den of JIC.
What is the John Innes Centre?

The John Innes Centre (JIC) is Europe's premier independent research centre for the study of plant science and microbiology.  Our 800 staff are predominantly scientists and research students, but running a large and complex research centre requires a significant number (around 150) of specialist support staff. 

The Centre's main site is at Colney on the outskirts of Norwich, although we also occupy a small farm in Colney and the 200 acre Church Farm, in Bawburgh (a nearby village). Our main site includes several large laboratory buildings, extensive glasshouses, a conference centre, library and support buildings - including a recreation centre. Also on the site are the Sainsbury Laboratory, Plant Bioscience Ltd and the Norwich Bio-Incubator.
Why is this important?

Plants sustain life on Earth, so understanding how they work is fundamental to understanding our world and to providing opportunities to use plants to our benefit. Similarly, microbes carry out many biological processes that have important implications for humans, for example they cause plant and animal diseases, produce antibiotics and are important in the production and storage of foods. 

Creativity and curiosity are two basic human characteristics, so the desire to understand how the world works and to change it are probably as old as humanity. Science is primarily driven, not by the need to solve problems, but by these human characteristics of curiosity and creativity. However, many scientific discoveries both add to what we know about the world and are turned into useful applications. It is true to say that the application of science can both solve and create problems (sometimes at the same time).

What else does JIC do?

We make our discoveries available to society. 

We present the findings of our research at scientific conferences and publish them in scientific journals. We also make experimental materials available to other scientists. This feeds the worldwide pool of scientific knowledge and may assist other scientists in developing new ideas and products. 

The John Innes Centre does not set out to make products (eg. new crop plants, foods or pharmaceuticals) from its discoveries, but we do make sure that new knowledge and techniques are made available to those who may be able to develop them into useful products. If we discover something that we believe is of commercial importance we will protect the use of that information/material with a patent or copyright. Use of the patent/copyright may then be licensed to commercial organizations. 

We actively engage with society. 

It is important that society is made aware of new developments and the direction of scientific progress, in order that, collectively, society is able to decide how science is to be applied.
Who pays for it all?

The largest single contribution, nearly 60% of income, is from UK taxpayers via the UK government. Our largest sponsor is the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council. Other major sponsors are charities (12%) and the European Union science programmes (9%).  Most of the funding is obtained due to the cutting edge research carried out.
Who decides what science is done?

Science at JIC is driven by scientists' curiosity about how plants and microbes work. Project leaders and senior scientists determine the day-to-day direction of the Centre's science programmes. The management board and Heads of Department guide the areas of research.
Every four years a group of internationally recognised scientists visit the centre and compare the work being done with the best work being carried out at other universities, research organisations and industry in the world.
All JIC science is required to meet any relevant standards and guidelines laid down by internal JIC safety committees, statutory bodies (such as the Health and Safety Executive, Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) and by professional scientific bodies. 
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